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Evaluation of Prescription Drug Usage and the Administration
of Pharmaceuticals in Home Care by Nurses and Care
Workers Alike

Takahiro YAMANOUCHI*, Masaru MIZOGUCHI* and Kiyomi SADAMOTO*
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The current day Japan has the most rapidly aging population in the world, with 25 % of the population being 65 year old
or older by 2013. We investigated the actual condition of drug therapy administration in home care and influence of
usability of prescription drugs for medication through the position of care workers and nurses (n=56). With regards to
medication administrator, the highest percentage was patients themselves (62.5%), and his or her families, was followed.
There were very few answers that pharmacist usually administrate medicine (multiple answers allowed). 75.0% answered
they have been recognizable problems in administration by the patient themself, such as making mistakes with his or her
regimen (51.8%) (multiple answers allowed). 80.4% answered that they have had problems with their drugs, such as
similarity of each drugs (53.6%) (multiple answers allowed). In terms of needs of supporting devices such as a medication
calendar for administrating drugs, 68.8% needed these devices, furthermore there was no one who answered these devises
are useless. This study showed low contribution of pharmacist for home care administration and some functional tools or
packaging which are easily recognizable for patients and care workers are essential for drug therapy throughout the
community.
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Fig.1 The administrator of medication

Fig.2 The rate of participants who have
felt a problem on drug administration of
patients
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Fig.3 Problems regarding the administration of patient’ s drug
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Fig.4 The rate of participants who have felt
a problem on medicine Fig.5 Problems on medicine
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Fig.6 The rate of participants who need
support tools for administration of
patient’ s medication
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Table1. Solutions for answers to questionnaire
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